
 37 Fellows from 25 countries and regions 

 20 lectures on various topics from Neurology 

 Altogether 46 Participants from 26 countries and regions  

 27 Cases Presented 

 10 Cases selected by faculty to be published online  

 

The first week of March brought unusually warm, yet still pleasantly fresh, sunny weather to 
Salzburg, and it marked the arrival of participants, from Tanzania to Moldova to even Austria, at 
Schloss Arenberg for the Neurology Seminar.  The week’s aspirations were to provide these 
participants, many of whom are still residents, with cutting-edge knowledge in the field, but also to 
provide ways in which the fellows can improve the state of their practice at home.  The seminar was 
led by Course Director Dr. Dara G. Jamieson and Co-Course Director Dr. Eugen Trinka.  In typical 
fashion, the multi-national faculty delivered an outstanding seminar week, whereby the fellows 
gained not only technical knowledge but also new mental approaches for diagnosing and identifying 
the correct treatment route. 
 

Presented were topics with which many are familiar. Dr. Basim Uthman, MD opened with a riveting 

talk on seizure, “Localising Value of Seizure Semiology” and Dr. Johann Sellner, thoroughly informed 

the fellows about multiple sclerosis in his lecture, “Optimizing Treatment of Multiple Sclerosis”.  

Many of the other discussed topics, however, were touched upon in order to broaden the scope of 

the fellows’ diagnostic approach.  An intriguing “Inflammatory Myopathies” lecture by Dr. Ehud Lavi, 

was one such topic, accompanied by the uncomfortable talk, “Stroke in Pregnancy” by Dr. Jamieson.  

Lastly, and with a more positive note, Dr. Slaven Pikija’s lecture, “How to Organize and Run a Stroke 

Service” exemplified these seminars’ standing goal to instill initiative in and empower fellows.    

These seminars are more akin to an arduous climb up the nearby mountain Hochkönig than a gentle 

stroll along the Salzach, and this week did not differ.  Epitomizing this was Dr. Jamieson who, in 

addition to being course director, gave 25 percent of the lectures.  The packed, intense, nine hour 

days nonetheless were well worth the result:  test averages improved from 56 to 76 percent, and 

fellow evaluation responses enumerated specifically and emphatically the ways in which they would 

change their care of patients.  

In spite of the work, the fellows and faculty alike were able to enjoy Salzburg as well as treated to a 

solo piano concert on Thursday evening in the Grand Hall of Schloss Arenberg. Friday also proved to 

be a beautiful day, and the participants eagerly continued their explorations of Salzburg before the 

evening’ Graduation Dinner.  This was a cheerful occasion with the participants chatting to one 

another over delicious food served family style.  Yet on a deeper level it verified the parting gift, or 

rather, the last lesson of these seminars: friendship.  Friendship creates networks and networks 

share, assist, and collaborate.  At the end of the dinner, everyone said their sad goodbyes, but left 

with new friends and new confidence in their abilities to help others. 
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Group Faculty Photo, (L-R):  Slaven Pikija, MD, Basim Uthman, MD, FACIP, FAAN; Eugen Trinka, MD, 
MSc (Co-Course Director); Ehud Lavi, MD; Dara Jamieson, MD (Course Director); Russel Chin, MD; 
Sascha Herring, MD; Johann Sellner, MD 
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SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 

Diary of Eva Hyncicova, MD 

Neurological deparment, 2nd Faculty of Medicine, Charles University and Motol Hospital, Prague 

28.2, Sunday evening. We arrived from Prague by car and we found Schloss Arenberg very easily. 

After checking in we had a while for a rest and after that we enjoyed the reception. It started with 

short speech by the director and the faculty participated, too. All fellows very friendly, we were 

introduced to each other and the whole evening was very lovely.  

29.2., Monday. After breakfast the seminar started with short test. After that lectures started. There 

was a block of lectures led by Basim Uthman.  His talks were very useful with lots of videos of his 

patients. He also prepared short interactive test for us. I really appreciated the lecture about 

localising value of seizure semiology. Basim Uthman was very enthusiastic and he was able to explain 

difficult topics  in easy and understandable way.  The second speaker was dr. Sellner and his lecture 

was about viral encephalitis - also great. In the afternoon started the case reports. The first case 

report was made by Dara. G. Jamieson and it was very instructive for us. The program finished in the 

evening and we enjoyed that dinner after that.  

1.3., Tuesday. The first lecture was an overview of cardioembolic strokes. After that started the 

lecture led by prof. Trinka about brain death and status epilepticus. His talk about brain death was 

more philosophical, but it was nice "diversification". The lecture about movement disorders was a 

little bit disappointing, I expected more new information, but the videos were nice. In the afternoon 

continued case reports - my colleague had very interesting case and was selected for electronic 

library.  

2.3., Wednesday. The day started with excelent lecture about primary headaches. It was really great, 

I have learned a lot of new information. Dara. G. Jamieson was very enthusiastic and her case reports 

were interesting. The topic about NMOSD was also great, it was great overview of "newly defined 

group of diagnosis". The lecture about organizing of stroke service was little bit disapointing - there 

was nothing new for me. But the last lecture - clinical-pathological  conference - was again excelent. 

The presented cases were very interesing and I was surprised by amount of performed brain biopsies 

in USA. We had free afternonn, so we enjoyed Salzburg. We were lucky, because it was the only 

sunny day during the whole week. The city is lovely, we enjoyed the walk in the city center and had a 

cup of coffee.  

3.3., Thursday. We started with lecture about primary angitis - again great lecture with a lot of new 

informatin for my daily practice. The lesson about treatment of MS patients was great, too. Also the 

topic about pregnancy and stroke was excelent - this topic is not so often discussed and this was the 

great overwiew with a lot of "red flags" for my daily practise. The basics of electrodiagnostic was a 

good overwiev. I had my case report in the afternoon. It was very friendly, the faculty was helpful 

and I was surprised from the discussion after my case. A piano concert took place in the evening, it 

was great to hear such a music just in Salzburg.  

4.3., Friday. The last day started with inflammatory myopathies,  the lecture was for me full  of new 

information. The next topic about alcoholic, nutrititional and immune neuropathy was great, too. The 

last lecture about endovascular stroke treatment was not so interesting for me, the information were 

not new for me. We wrote the test - with better feeling than in the beginning of the semminar. 



Unfortunately,  we had to leave after that and we went back to Prague by car, so we could not enjoy 

the last dinner at Schloss Arengerg. 

Thanks to Faculty and Administration of Schloss Arenberg for this wonderful week. 

Eva Hyncicova 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


